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AIMS OF ORGANISATION 
To establish a network of people growing butterfly host plants; 
To hold information meetings about invertebrates; 
To organise excursions around the theme of invertebrates e.g. 
butterflies, fireflies, ants, dragonflies, beetles, freshwater habitats, 
and others; 
To promote the conservation of the invertebrate habitat; 
To promote the keeping of invertebrates as alternative pets; 
To promote research into invertebrates; 

e To encourage the construction of invertebrate friendly habitat in 
urban areas. 


NEWSLETTER DEADLINES oe 
If you want to submit an item for publication the following deadlines 


apply: 


March issue - January 21°; June issue - April 21°; 
September issue - July 21"; ___ December issue - October 21° 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS 


A quarterly meeting is now being scheduled in order to plan club 
activities and the newsletter. The next meeting is being held on 
Tuesday, 15" October, 1996 at 36 Turnmill Street, McGregor. All 
members are welcome to attend. 
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EDITORIAL 


As this will be our last newsletter for this year I would like to extend to 
all of our readers a wish for a very happy and safe Christmas period. 


Our AGM will be held at Downfall Creek on 28 November, 1996, for 
all those wishing to attend. If you would like to be part of the Executive 
Committee feel free to put forward your name for the position you'd 
like to hold. 


The Fritillary Butterfly project is progressing very well with a couple of 
people busy potting up the Arrowhead violet ready for future plantings 
in suitable areas. Thank you for your help. 


Helen is busy getting everything together for the production of a 
butterfly poster. 


Don’t forget our weekend field trip in the middle of January to Crows 
Nest. There is more about that further in this newsletter. 


We are still looking for any suggestions for a name change that is both 
simple and eye catching. All suggestions welcome. 


Georgina John 
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CLUB PROJECTS 
Australian Fritillary (Argyreus hyperbius) 


In our last issue we introduced the idea of establishing a project to save 
the Australian Fritillary. In that issue we encouraged members to start 
breeding up stock of the food plants, Arrowhead violets (Viola 
betonicifolia). Three of our members have made offers and/or have 
commenced raising plants. Thanks go to Colleen Keema and Vera 
Moffat who are propagating plants and Daphne Bowden who together 
with students in the Environmental Group, will adopt this as a project 
using her school's greenhouse. If you can contribute to this effort please 
feel free to do so, and contact a member of the committee so that our 
efforts can be coordinated. 


If you have the violets growing locally it is important that you propagate 
from these plants since they will be the local ecotype. The violets vary 
considerably from location to location in leaf colour and size, plant size, 
flower size and colouration and susceptibility to fungal diseases, 
amongst other variations. 


At our committee meeting, held on Monday 14th October, we decided 
to give the project a boost in a number of ways. Our first problem 1s to 
establish that the butterfly still exists. This can best be done by 
establishing monitoring sites. These sites can be established where a 
particular person, possibly a club member, can attend to the plants and 
regularly check them. 


The violets grow in a number habitats. They occur in the coastal 
Melaleuca swamps, but also in the D’ Aguilar Range near Brisbane. 
Monitoring sites could be established in people’s backyards, but also in 
suitable locations, such as parklands, along watercourses. In the 
lowlands they prefer wet spots in semi-shade. 
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Three sites, within easy access for club members, have already been 
identified. They include Coolwynpin Creek (John Moss’s backyard) and 
two backyards, one at Camira and one at West End (Frank Jordan). If 
you would like to establish an appropriate site, or monitor an existing 
site, please contact a committee member so we can coordinate the 
effort. 

If sites are to be established in local Ss 
parks, we will need to liaise with 
the local council to raise awareness 
of the issues and to ensure that the 
sites are not mowed. Again, if you 
are interested in doing this, please 
contact a committee member so we 
can coordinate the effort. 


Should the butterflies reappear, we 
will need an good source of food 
plants which are capable of being 
harvested so that we have the 
potential to establish a captive 
breeding program. We will need to 
have our resources in place in order to be able to do this. Captive 
breeding will require State Government permits as the butterfly is listed 
as endangered. 


hy 


Butterfly Poster 


In the last issue of our newsletter we also canvassed producing a poster 
of the swallowtail butterflies of our region. This project was further 
discussed at our committee meeting, and the quotes obtained for 
production and printing prove that it is a highly viable project. Funds 
raised will be able to be used to further our club’s aims. 


We decided to pursue funding for the production and printing of the 
poster. A number of sources of funds are potentially available 1f we 
package the concept appropriately as a community education project. 
One of these is the Gaming Machine Community Benefit Fund. 


However, in order to obtain funding we need to be incorporated under 
the Associations Incorporations Act. Otherwise we would have to ask 
another organisation to auspice our project and we wouldn’t necessarily 
derive the maximum benefits from our efforts. 


Incorporation requires a special meeting to be called, which we will do 
as part of the Annual General Meeting to be held on the 28th 
November, 1996 at the Downfall Creek Bushland Centre, Rode Rd., 
McDowall, starting 7.30pm. It requires the meeting to pass a resolution 
to incorporate. At our Inaugural meeting in October 1994 we adopted 
the Consumer Affairs Department’s Model Rules. We will (hopefully) 
confirm this decision. If we do this the process will be as painless as 
possible, fast and only cost $60.00. 

| Helen Schwencke 
CREATURE FEATURE 
Common jezabel (Delias nigrina) 


Recently I found a clump of yellow eggs on a mistletoe growing on a 
Swamp box tree (Lophostomon suavoelens)in a garden . Luckily I had 
the same mistletoe growing at home so I was able to collect the eggs 
and eventually raise 22 beautiful Common jezabel butterflies. 


1 remember when I was a child, how frustrating it was not to be able to 
gt a good look at tliese and other Jezabels because they flew high up in 
the trees. Now it was easy. 


What was interesting as well was that this particular mistletoe, 
Dendrophthoe vitellina, was not listed as a host for the Common 
J erabel in Common & Waterhouse. ohae mine a i sca effort to grow 
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it in my garden because of the large 
number of butterflies that can breed on 
it. Adding the Common jezabel makes 
twelve butterflies for this versatile 
mistletoe. Perhaps we should call it the 
Apostle mistletoe! 


This is also the easiest mistletoe to 
grow. The hardest part is finding a plant 
with ripe berries. Once you have 
collected some of the red berries, gently 
squeeze out the seed onto a branch of the host. The sticky stuff around 
the seed will glue it firmly to the branch when it dries. Pick a young 
branch as the seed can’t penetrate thick bark. Also don’t pick a branch 
in the shade as the mistletoe needs sunshine to grow. 


WoeTueeM JetAG@l om mernetTed., 


There are many hosts for this mistletoe. In suburban gardens it is usually 
found on crepe myrtles where it becomes conspicuous in winter when 
its host loses its leaves. Bottlebrushes, eg Callistemon sp. make good 
hosts. It may be worth experimenting on other existing trees in your 
garden. One established on an Olive tree in our garden 


: : Frank Jordan 
BITING MIDGES 


Some recollections from a talk given by Dr. Eric Reye to the Eprapah 
Creek Catchment Landcare Association on Thursday, 22nd August, 
1996 


Biting midges comprise several species and have larval stages which 
breed in specific habitats. Some breed on beaches, others in swamps, 
one species is associated with crab burrows. Slides were shown of a 
number of scenic locations and the presenter pointed out the midge 
larva breeding sites at these locations. Live specimens of larvae were 
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shown and it was interesting to see these since you normally only see 
adults. 


Each species of adult midge has its own flying distance, and different 
species bite at different times of the day. Only the females bite. 


Various attempts at control measures were described, however many 
were not very successful or now not environmentally acceptable, eg. 
covering breeding sites with bitumen. Some problems with midges can 
be avoided by not building houses on land within the flying distance of 
a specific breeding colony. Some slides showed the large cones which 
are placed over the ground to locate midge breeding sites. 


We would like to thank Dr. Reye for his interesting talk, of which these 
recollections represent only a snippet, and the Eprapah Park Creek 
Catchment Landcare Association for organising this presentation. 

| : _Frank Jordan 
_ CREATURE NOTES 
Some Insect Records from Coochiemudlo Island, Southeast Queensland 
by Murdoch De Baar 


Introduction 


I have listed some more notable insects collected on Coochiemudlo Is. 
between 1951 and 1960 (mainly 1955 to 1960), by myself, whilst I was 
still a boy and when the number of houses totalled between 9 and 11. 


List 

¢ Ornithoptera richmondia (Gray). Two males of the Richmond 
birdwing were observed on the SW end near Eprapah St. 

¢ Opodiphthera eucalypti (Scott). Emperor gum moth 

¢ Cizara ardeniae (Lewin). One specimen of this green winged hawk 
moth noted for the SE end. 
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¢ Endoxyla cinereus (Tepper). The giant wood moth taken on the SE 
end while at rest on the trunk of a dead Eucalyptus. 

¢ Haploscapanes australicus (Arrow). Rhinoceros beetles. 

¢ Blackburnium angulicorne (Macl.). 3-horned beetle. 

¢ Lepidiota picticollis (Lea). Large scarab beetle. 

¢ Anoplognathus viridiaeneus (Donovan). Large gold Christmas beetle. 

¢ Diadoxus erythrurus (White). The Cypress jewel beetle often seen 
amongst Callitris collumellaris at the SE corner. 

¢ Hyperion schroetteri (Schreibers). This carab beetle (unusually large 
specimens up to 70mm) was present in eucalypt cores in the centre of 
the island where it predated on the Rhinoceros beetles (noted above). 

¢ Podacanthus viridiroseus (Gray). A stick insect with pink-red 
hindwings. 

¢ Stilbum cyanurum (Forster). This is a medium sized blue green 
chrysidid wasp which parasitises mud dauber wasps. 

¢ Thynnus pulchralis (Smith). These orange-brown bodied flower wasps 

__flew commonly along tracks at the SE corner. 


EXCURSION REPORTS a | 


FIELD DAY AT EPRAPAH CREEK - Saturday 14 September 


A fine and warm day greeted the small turnout of members who joined 
the Eprapah Creek Catchment Landcare Association’s “Collecting and 
Identifying Insects” outing. 


Those present were again privileged to hear a short talk by Murdoch 
De Baar and benefit from his expertise as he led the walk around the 
well-ordered tracks of Eprapah. 


invertevrates were in short supply although some butterflies were seen 

including Wanderers, Painted Ladies, Jezabels (Common and Northern) 
and Ringlets. Two cicadas (Paperbark Cicada and Black Tree Ticker) 
were heard calling. 
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Native bees and several species of ants were also seen as well as 
sregarious (and hairy!!) moth larvae of an unidentified species. They 
had occupied a hole in the bark low down in a tree near the path. 
Larvae holes of the rifle borer moth were also in evidence. 


Most attention was focused on identifying the various host plants in the 
area. The following plants (and their relevant butterflies ) were seen: 


Understory trees and shrubs: 

Red Ash (Alphitonia excelsa) - Small Green-banded Blue; 
Dwarf’s apple (Breynia oblongifolia) - Common Grass Yellow, 
Trema aspera - Speckled lineblue. 


Low growing and ground cover plants: 
Lomandra longifolia - Eliena Skipper, lacchus Skipper, Rare 
White Spot Skipper, 

Common White Spot Skipper and Symmomus Skipper; 

Love Flower (Pseuderanthemum variabile) - Australian 
Leafwing, Common Eggfly and others; 

Saw Sedge (Gahnia aspera) - three skippers, Hesperilla 
donnysa, H. malindeva, H. ornata; 

Oxalis corniculata - Small Copper; 

Dianella caerula - Large Dingy Skipper; 

Blady Grass (Imperata cylindrica) - Evening Brown (Melanitis 
leda); 

Unidentified grass species are the host for various Ringlet 
species, Hypocysta sp 


Vines: 
Monkey Rope (Parsonsia straminea) - Common Crow 


Smilax australia - Miskins Jewel and Cephenes Blue 


Large Trees: 
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Either Ficus coronata or F. fraseri - Common Moonbeam; 
Cryptocarya microneura - Macleay’s Swallowtail; 
Cayratia clematidea - Joseph’s coat moth, a day-flying moth 


Salt tolerant plants: 
Grey Mangrove (Avicenna marina) - Copper Jewel, Dull Jewel 
and supports an ant eating butterfly larva, Illidge’s Ant Blue 


Weeds: 

Chinese Elm (Celtis chinensis) - Common Aeroplane and 
Tailed Emperor; 

Citrus sp. - Orchard Swallowtail, Dingy Swallowtail and 
Capaneus Swallowtail 

Corky Passionvine - (Passiflora suberosa) Glasswing 
Sida retusa (Sida rhombifolia) - Common Eggfly 


It was perhaps a little early in the season and the area would be well 
worth another visit during the summer. 


Rob Macslo 


YOU ASKED 7 
Lois Hughes writes - “Some of the chrysalis’ I have indoors have a 
white thread with a small swelling on the end , like an egg, hanging 
from them. Is it a parasite that ‘s attacked them, if so, 1s there any way 
to protect them from it?” 


There are many predators and parasites of butterfly caterpillars and this 
looks like the handiwork of one of them, the tachinid fly. These flies 
scour the shrubbery looking for caterpillars. They also drag their feet 
across leaves and twigs hoping to trip a silk thread left by a caterpillar. 
When they find a caterpillar they glue one of their eggs onto its skin. 
Newly laid eggs appear as small white spots. Some caterpillars have 
white spots as part of their colouration, possibly to discourage more egg 
laying by these flies. 
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The egg hatches into the body of the caterpillar and the maggot slowly 
consumes the caterpillar from within, taking care to avoid vital body 
parts. The maggot stays within the caterpillar until after it becomes a 
chrysalis and drops to the ground where it crawls away to find a place to 
pupate. When the chrysalis’ body fluids leak out they can leave a thread 
as described. 


Parasitised caterpillars often have a slightly glassy look. They take less 
care about being inconspicuous and so can be the ones brought inside. 
Once an egg has been laid there is nothing we know of that can be done 
to save the caterpillar. To avoid the situation, caterpillars you want to 
raise need to be started off from eggs or very small larvae and kept 
behind insect screens to keep out these flies. 


Tachinid flies are part of the natural population control of caterpillars. 
Without them caterpillars would eat themselves out of house and home. 


A Frank 
| REVIEWS 


Insect & Invertebrate World International 


This is a full colour magazine devoted exclusively to Insects and other 
Invertebrates which commenced publication recently. The issue I will 
discuss, thanks to Geoff Montieth of the Queensland Museum who 
brought it to the club’s attention, is Volume 1, No. 4. 


The magazine is 32 pages long and is jam-packed with fascinating 
information about butterflies and other insects. The main feature articles 
are Shield Bugs, ‘Hot’ Insect Collecting, an article about Stick Insects in 
Australia, Malaysia and Singapore, and Breeding Tropical Butterflies - 
Part Four. Other sections include World Invertebrate News - Did you 
know that a species of dung beetle has been released on one of Sydney’s 
northern beaches in order to reduce the problem of dog’s scays?; a 
lengthy discussion on insect collecting (have we heard this discussion 
before?), a sengnigen column biseata answers ete on breeding 
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various invertebrates, the Creepy Crawly Club which, in this issue, 
discusses keeping beetles in captivity, a column called Invertebrate 
Health Clinic and a listing of Entomological Societies worldwide. It 
made an altogether fascinating read, and contains many Australian 
references. 


The magazine is published in England by Wildlife Conservation & 
Educational Publishing. Subscription rates for Australia are £14.50/US 
$45.00 including postage & packing. Payments can be made by: 
International Money Order or Bank Drafts made payable to INSECT 
WORLD. 

Please send the payment along with your name, title, address (including 
country), postcode, phone number, and the issue you would like your 
subscription to commence from to: 

WCEP (Insect World) PO Box 44, Droitwich, Worcestershire WR9 8YJ 
England. 

Helen Schwencke 


LIBRARY BOOKS FoR LOAN 
The following books are currently available for loan at meetings:- 


Australia’s Butterflies, by Peter Wilson 

Butterfly Magic, by Helen Schwencke and Frank Jordan 

Australian Cicadas, by Max Moulds 

Butterflies o) Australia, by Common and Waterhome, 1981 

ADS AND EXCHANGES _ 
Sometimes you may have an oversupply of legally obtained caterpillars 
of non restricted species and your food supply will not hold out. This 
may happen as a newsletter is being produced. What better place to 
advertise? 
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Notice of 


Annual General Meeting 
and 


Election of Office Bearers 


Thursday, 26th November, 1996 
7.30pm 


at 
Downfall Creek Bushland Centre, 
Rode Rd., McDowall 


Guest Speaker - Lorna Johnston on Butterflies 
(Lorna has raised Australian Fritillaries in the past) 


Also a resolution will be put that the club become incorporated under 
the Associations Incorporations Act with a constitution drawn from the 
Model Rules provided by Consumer Affairs. 
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When: 


Activity: 


Where: 


Contact: 


When: 


Activity: 


Talk: 


Where: 


Notes: 


Contact — 


When 


Contact: 


BUTTERFLY AND OTHER INVERTEBRATES CLUB PROGRAMME 


Saturday, 16 November, 1996 5.30 pm 

BBQ or Picnic Dinner and Light Trapping 

Meet at Olivia Street - 1“ street on right in Pine Mtn. 
Road off Creek Road - UBD. Ref. D.4 Map 36. Park in 
Olivia Street, walk in through Council “Pipe Gates” to 
Olivia Park Reserve. 

Helen Schwencke to RSVP or for more information ph 
07 3844 6677 


Thursday, 28" November, 1996, 7.30 pm 

Annual General Meeting and Incorporation 
Butterflies and their host plants presented by Lorna 
Johnston 

Downfall Creek Bushland Centre, Rode Road, 
McDowall 

See item on the butterfly poster under Club Projects 
Helen Schwencke, as above 


Weekend of 18" and 19" January, 1997. Activities will 
be arranged so that club members can participate in 
either day or both days to suit. 

Saturday 18", visit to Mike Groth’s property at Crow's 
Nest. Mike tours schools with an insect and invertebrate 
show, and his property is well endowed with our 
favourite creatures. 

Sunday, 19", visit Ravensbourne National Park and Jim 
Johnston’s Property. Other accommodation is also 
available in the area. 

RSVP Helen as above. 
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When: Wednesday, 12" February, 7.30 pm 


Activity: Committee Meeting, all members welcome 

Where: 36 Turnmill St., McGregor 

Contact: Georgina John, 07 3349 1967 to confirm date 

When: Sunday, 23 February 

Activity: Visit Richmond Birdwing sites around northern side of 
Brisbane up to Beerwah 

Meet: 9 Caloundra Street, Landsborough at 9.30 am 

Bring: Picnic Lunch 


Contact: Rob MacSloy on 07 3824 4348 
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MEMBERSHIP FORM 


Name: 

Address: 

Suburb/ Town State: Postcode: 
Phone: ___ Fax: ___ Email: 


If you are employed in a relevant occupation, or have a specific area of 


expertise, please specify the occupation and organisation: 


If you have are subscribing on behalf of a School, please specify which 


School: 


If you have a specific area of interest, please specify: 


[ have enclosed a cheque / money order for -- please specify which 
membership / subscription type: 


|] $10.00 Individual / School L|] $15 Family 
made payable to Butterfly and Other Invertebrates Club 
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We would like to thank all these people for their contribution 
. ARE YOU A MEMBER 

Please check your mailing label for the date your membership is due for 
renewal. If your membership is due, please renew as soon as possible. 
If your mailing label shows no due date, this is the last newsletter you 
will receive. 


Butterfly and Other Invertebrates Club 
c/- PO Box 2041 
Runcom Q 4113 


Next Meeting: 

Annual General Meeting 
Downfall Creek Bushland Centre 
Rode Road, McDowall 

Thursday 28" November, 1996 


